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PART I

, PRBLIMINARY PROVISIONS

Short Title and Commencement'

l .Th isActmaybec i tedas theF inanc ia l lns t i t t ] t io lsAc t ,2o05,andsha l lcomein toopera t ionon
such date as the Mioistli ;il tt nodce in the Gazette' appoint'

InterPretatinn'

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires:

"affitate"'in respect of any financial iustitution' means:

(a) any company' association' syndicate' parmership ot 
:l: ^O:'11'"f 

persons corporate

oruninco'poiateinwhichtwenry-f ivepercentormo'eofanyclassofvotingshares
or other voting participatioo l' ai'"t'tyoJ';J;q T"ed 

oi controlled bv such

financial iitfftti"t' oi it h"ld by it with power to vote; or

(b) any company' association' syndicate' partnership gt oS:1 bldV of persoos corporate

orunincorporateinwhichtt '" t t""uoonii"*": I"tVofdirectorsiscoorol ledinany
manner by such financial instituuon;

..Bank,,means0reCentralBankofSwazilandestablishedunderthecentralBankofSwazilandorder,l9?4;

.bank',meansacompanyincorporatedinaccordarrcewiththeprovisionsoftheCompaniesAct '

1912' which is licenced "Jt; ffit Act to conduct bankiag buioes;

"banking business" means:

(i)thebusinessof receivine,f ung-o:.:}io.Ttl';"5"Ht-:.i"J:f :f ffi :lJt::?the business of receivin9,funds rrom us Puu'rv *':"Jp.riod 
br after notice or

;;il;i monev. pavable ltli ::T3:, ""'" l,tlll,"'l'J."".ent of bon ds, ceru'deposiS of money payable uDon uErudu -- 
,alo, of bonds, certifi

Iii?ff; ;ffi ii"' tr'"'+ 11 *::i': :li:.,;; HXt-iln"i i' *t'.i" * i"any similar operation tlroupn tne pcluure "''- "^ '----;;ither 
in whole or in part

;i;;; oi orner securiti-es Td-,th^'--T:,::.':*;gl authorizcd by law or;::t"T":ilJ;ffi il:HH"f ""'r"til.;"*:""f 
f f:,,1Y;fiJJ'Y.Hfor loans, advances, Tr::T?::;:;:.,|#;i;the risk of rhe person doing

customary banking Pracuce'
such business;

(ii) any sflre' acnvit] '"*ry""d- li^::' 
Bank as custornary banking practice which a

,io,o,,Jio,ti,o,ioo miy be authorizecl by the Bank to engage ln;

-calendar year" means the period form ls January to 31't December;

"credit institution-'means any financial institution other than a bank;

"conglomerate" means a conglomerate as defrned in Section 15(2);

'Court- means t]re High Court;

"director" incrudes anv-person' uy *YTu*-'l'lll:,Hl"TJit;?:*il"iT#il,iiil;T,",ffi"?'**
sJbstantiatly the same functions in reladon to the orel

out by a director of " *-;;;;;fi;Jin the companies Act' 1912:
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..financial institution,,means alry person licensed under this Act to carry on banking business;

.. f inancialyear,,mearrsanycontinuoustwelvemonthperioddesignatedbyafinancial inst i tut ionasits

accountrng year;

. . foreignfinancial inst i tut iotr, ,meansanyfinancial insEtution,incorporatedofotherwise,otherthana

local frnancial institution, #;;;;'t" iwazltand, whether such business is banking or other

business;

"licenced":
(a) in relation to an agent' means iicenced under Section 17 of this Act;

(b)inrelat iontoaflnancial inst i tut ion,meansl icencedunderSection6orlTofthisAct;

,,local financial institution' means a financial institutron established under the laws of Swaziland;

"Minister" means the Minister responsible for Finance;

..otherf irrancial inst i tut ion,,meansanyinsti tut ionwhichmaybelicencedbyorotherwisesubjectto

the supervision and regulation of the Bank'

"place of business" me'ns any-branch :,t 
"l?::ii financial institution in Swaziland' including a

mobile agency, open to ,o" poblit for the transaction of banking business;

..principalof i lcer ' ,meanstheChiefExecutiveoff icerorotherpersoninSwaziland,bywhatevert i t le

he mav be referred to responsible for the management of the aifairs of a licenced financial institution;

..oubl icinSwaziland,, includestheGovernmentofSwaziland,theBank,anystatutorybodyandevery

licensed financial institution;

..records,,meansanydocumentsorinformationusedintheordi larycourseofthebusinessofbanksor

financial institutions, *fr.in., io written form or tepioo microfilm, magnetic tape or any other form

of mechanical or electronic medium'

facilities means loans' advances' or credit facilities

cans, advances or credit facilities granted against

r credit facilities which at any given time exceeds

ilt":iH"i":',1"T"1,';::""thevaruationapproved

Non-apPlicabilitl of the Act'

3. (1) This Act shall not aPPIY to:

(a)abui ld ingsocietywi th inthemeani lgassignedtoi t intheBui ld ingSociet iesAct , |962;

(b)aco.operat ivesocietywi th inthemeaningassignedtoi t intheCo-operat iveSociet ies
Act, 2003; or

(c) an insurer as defined in the Insurance Act' 2005;

(2)wi ththeapplovalof theMinister ' theBankmayafterconsul tat ion.wi ththepf imary
supervisor or tt" i*titotioos mentioDed in subsection (1) above, make certain specified

piinitioot of this Act applicable to such institutions'

ExemPtions.

4.(1)TheBankmay,af terconsul tat ioqwiththeMinister ,bynot icepubl ishedintheGazette '
exempt any "ru* oi "r"At institutions ftom all or part oi thg nr.ovrsions, o{ Sections 19' 20(1Xb)

a,'d 24, for.o"f, p"rioaLO under such conditions as the Bink may determine, whenever such

exemptions may be deemed by it to be in the public interest:
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hovided that such exemptiom shall not be granted fouglgds rxceet5 jylysSlt' which period may

however be extended in appropriate circumstances'

PART II

LICENCES

ProhibitionAgainstCarrying.onofBusinessbyaFinanciallnstitutionwithoataLicence.

5.(1)Nobusinessshallbeffansacted,eitherinSwazilandbyaforeignfinancial inst i tut ionoragent
or in swaziland or abroad by a local financial institution' unleis such financial institution has

beenlicencedintermsofthisActtocarryonsuchbusiness;

(2)Apersonwhocontravenessubsection(1)commitsanoffenceandshallbel iableonconvict iou
to a fine or oot tesJiiui"oo" r'ooa"d ittoo'noal;lnlqe:: tntoon!!-l ^and 

an additional fine

of not less than twenty-frve thousand Emalangeni (E25,-000) in respect of each day on which

the contravention continues'

Applicarion for licence to calry on Banking Business'

6 . (1 )Nopersonsha l lcar ryo t rbank ingbus iness inSwaz i landun lesshehasbeengranteda l icenseby
the Bank.

(2)AnapplicationtobelicensedshallbemadetotheBankintheformprescribedandshallbe
accomPanied bY:

(a) an authenticated copy of the memc

foreign linancial institution' such sr

othea documents as the Bank maY

regulation of such institution' and' i

prospectus or similar document reqt

nami, nationality' and address of every promoter;

(b )as ta temento{ theaddressof i t sheadof f i ce .andthename,nat iona l i l yandaddressof
its chauperson, of every director or p*h;';6;ase may be' and of its principal officer;

(c)acopyofi tsbalancesheetatadatewithinninerydayspriortothedateofi tsapplicatiotr;

(d) full particulars of the business it proposes to carry on' and of the manner in which it

proposes ,il"-y ol such businesi anJ a uusinesi plan covering the first three yea(s

of oPerationl

(e) the location of the principal Plu:: ?."d 
other places of brrsiness'in Swaziland and' in

the case of a local financial i"rtitrti*"oir.ffi outtiae swaziland' any place where it

p roposes tocar ryon i tsac t iv i t ies ' "J# ;h ; t ;eo famobi leagency ' theareatobe
ierved bY anY mobile agencY;

(f)evidence,inthecaseofaforeignfinancial inst i tut ion,thati t issubiecttocompre
hensive supervision or regulation tt;;;;;;;fi; basis bv the appropdate authod

des in its home countrY; alc

(g) any other information as the Bank may requlre'

(3) The application and every-documei"Yliitl"d in accordance with subsection (1) shall be
'-' 

tig"".iby the principal officer of the applicant'

(4) The applicant shall, when submitting the application:

(a) pay to the Bank an investigation fee to be prescribed by the Bank by notice in the

Gaze$el and
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(b) deposit with the Bank an annual fee for the first year:

Provided that such deposit shalt be refunded to the applicant if the licence is rqfused.

(5) In considering an application for a licence, the Bank shall conduct such itrvestigation as mty

be deemed necessary to ascertain the:

(a) validity of the documents submitted under subsection (2);

(b) financial status and history of the applicant;

(c) character and experience of its managers;

(d) adequacy of its capital sftuctur€;

(e) convenience and needs of the community it intends to serve;

(fl earning prospects afforded by the area primarily to be served; and

(g) public interest.

(6) No person shall be granted a licence unless the requirements specified in Section 20 are fulfilled.

(?) Within niuety days after the receipt of an application, or if further information has been
required, affir the receipt of such information, the Bank shall, after consuitation with the
Minister, notify the applicant in writing either that it grants the licence or refuses to grant

the licence.

(8) In granting a licence, the Bank may impose conditions to be satisfied by the licensee,
inciuding i condition that the licensee carry oo business at a designated place or places,
provide or refrain from providing specified services or facilities, or any other conditions
which the Bank may consider appropriate.

(9) In the case of a foreign financial institution the Bank shall establish contact with the parent

supervisory authority of the institution in order to ascertain that the institution is adequately
superviSedon a coniolidated basis aad notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7), the

Bank shall require as a condition that there be filed with it before commencemert of operations:

(a) a duly executed inshument in writing, by its term of indefinite duration and irrevocable,
appointing the Bank its true and lawful agent, upon whom all process in any action or
pioceedings against it and a cause of action arising out of a transaction with any of its
places of business in Swaziland may be served with the same force and effect as if it
were established il Swaziland and had been lawfully served with process therein;

(b) a written certiflcate of designation, which may be changed from time to time
thereafter by the fili:rg of a new certificate of desigaation, specrfying the name and
address of the ofiicer, agent, or other person in Swaziland:

(i) to whom such process sball be forwarded by the Bank;

(ii) rryon whom any person not served upon by &e Bank rmder paragraph (a) may be served;

(c) a written certificate that the appropriate authorities in the home country of the
foreign financial institution have consented to the proposed establisbment in
Swaziland of the facility.

(10)In refusing to grant a licence, the Bank shall furnish to the applicant a written statement of
the reasons for its decision.
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(11)Every l i cencedf inanc ia l ins t i tu t ionsha l lpayannua l ly to theBankfor theaccounto f the
Consolidated Fund the prescribed annual fee'

Financial Institutians ileemed to be licenced uniler this Act'

7. All financial institutions licenced in terms of this Act shall be announced through the Gazette'

Investigation of Persons Suspected of Carrying on Business without a licence'

8. (1) If the Bank tras reason to believe that any person required to be licenced as a financial

insritution, o, * oglii*itnl" tft" mearingbt Section 17, is carrying on.banking business it

shall in order to ".Jia"-*rt",rt"i sucrr p"iron is carrying on banking business without a licence:

(a) sewe bat p€[son with an order to cease and desist and that pefson shall accordingly comply;

(b )d i rec t tha tpe lsonbynot ice inwr i t ing tosubmi t to i t ,w i th inaper iods ta ted in the
notlce or within such further perrod as it may allow' any document or information

concerning such business'

(2 ) I f theBankdetermines tha taperson iscany ingonbank ingbus iness :o .n rary to th isAct ' i t
shall immedratery ;; "J Li" por*".sion of"any funds and assets of the. person' whether

acquired * u ,"rori-Ji"*.yi"J "ri such unauthorized banking business or deposit taking

activity or p"rroour !.ffiffipoint a.liqridator to commence proceedings leading to

compulsory riquloatio:l li "ooro.roity with the procedures as set out in the Schedule to this Act'

(3)Anypefsonwhocontravenestheprovisions.ofthisSectioncommitsanoffenceandshallbe
liable on .oonictroi.'t-o " no" of not more than iwo hundred and fifty thousand Emalangeni

(E250,000) or rmprisonment for not more than one year or both'

(4) Nothing in subsection (3) shall exempt any person from further criminal liability arising out

of any conffavention of ttLis Act or any other law'

AuthorilY to take De?osils' 
,\,/

9.(1)TheMinistermay,inconsultat ionwiththeBank,define,..deposittakingbusiness',by
regulatiol published in the Gazette'

(2)Nopersonshall ,withoutthepriorwrit tenauthorizationoftheBank,cal lyondeposit. taking
business in Swaziland'

(3)WheretheBankhasreasontobelievethatapersoniscarryingondeposit_takingbusrness
without its prio, *iitt"o authorization, it may call for such information from that person as 1t

may require; *d ;;-ft;; shatt ue suujeci to the provisions of Section 8:

(4 )Apersonact ing tncont ravendonof th issec t ioDsha l l , inadd i t ion to thepena l t iesspec i f ied in
SectionS,bel iable.o"*i" l* ' .aaministrat ivepenalryimposedbl$eBankofTwenty.Five
Thousand n."ruo!*i iexpool for each day of such-unauthorized deposirtaking business'

Use of word "bar*" in title'

10.(1)Nopersonotherthanalicencedfinancial inst i tut ion'ori tsagent,shal l ,withouttheprior
wntten.consentoftheBank'usetheword..bank',orany.of i ts.derivativesinanylanguage,or
any other *rrd ;d;;"ri;;te 

-t 
aosuctioo of banking tus-ines1, in.the name, description or

title under *U.n"J.ttfiroo i, "urrylog on businesi in Swaziland, or make or continue to

make any ,"pr"r"oiutiJ" io suctr efieciin any notice,-advefiisement or in any other manner

whatsoever for the purpose of tralsacting business in Swaziland'

(2)Apersonwhocontravenessubsection(1)commiaanoffenceandshallbel iableonconvict ion
. to a fine of not r"-.Jtrruo-i*o ttoooteo ano Rty thousand Emalangeni (E250,000) or imprisonment

for one Year or both'
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(3) Nothing in subsectioa (1) shall prevent a person from using the word "bank" or any of its
derivatives. if it is:

(a) for the sole purpose of establishing a company to the end of applyng for a licence
under Section 6, in which case the term "in-orgauization" shall be included as part of
the name of the bank until such time as it is licenced by the Bank; or

(b) included in the title of a bank staff association or a bank pension or provident scheme
or fund or similar organization.

Certain words not to be used in name of Financial Instilution.

I l. (i) No financial institution shall be ganted or confinue to hold a licence under a name which
closely resembles the name of an existing institution or which would be likely, in the opinion
of the Bank, to mislead the public.

(2) Except with the written approval of the King, the Bank shail not grant a licence to any
financial institution the name of which contains the words "Royal" or "King of Swaziland" or
any word which suggests Royal pahonage or support in any language as part of its name.

(3) Except with the written consent of the Minister, the Bank shall not gmnt a licence to any
financial institution the name of which contains the word "Government" or any word which
suggests governmental support in any language as part of its name.

(4) Except with the written consent of the Bank, no financial institution shall use or refer to
itself by a name other than the name under which it is licenced.

Lacal Finnncial Institutions to be Incorporaled.

12. (l) No local financial institution shall be $anted a licence in terms of this Act unless it is
registered as a company under the Companies Act No. 7 of 1912.

(2) No holder of shares issued by a local financial institution shall have voting rights in respect of
such shares unless such- sbares are registered under his name in the register to be maintained by
the institution.

Licensed Persons to Display name and Licence under Act.

13. (1) A person licensed under the Act shall display conspicuously in each of its places of business a
copy of the liccnce.

(2) No financial institution shall open a new place of business in Swaziland, or change the
location of, or close, an existing place of business in Swaziland without the prior written
consent of the Bank:

Provided that the Bank shall not grant such consent unless it is satisfied that the new place of
business, or the financial institution as relocated, will continue to meet the provisions of Section 6.

(3) No local financial institution shall open a new place of business outside Swaziland, or change
the location of, or close, an existing place of business outside Swaziland without the prior
written consent of the Bank.

General Prohibitions.

14. (l) No person may, without the prior written approval of the Bank, acquire by transfer either
. directly or indirectly any interest in the capital stock of a local financial institution which

would confer upon him a voting share exceeding twenty percent of the total outstanding
stock, and, in mnsidering its approval, ttre Bank may call for such information as it may require.

(2) No local financial ilstitution shall, without the prior written approval of the Bank:
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(a) enter into a merger or consolidation;

(b) transfer the whole or any part of its assets in Swaziland other than in the ordinary
course of its business;

(c) effect an increase or reduction of its authorized share capital or a reduction of its

Paid-uP caPital;

(d) alter its nane as set out in its licence; or

(e) amend its memorandum or articles of association.

(3) No foreign frnancial institution which is Iicenced under this Act shall, wiftout the prior

written approval of the Bank:

(a) transfer the whole or any part of its assets in Swaziland other than in the ordinary

course of its business;

(b) effect a reduction of its assigned capital in Swaziland; or '

(c) alter its name as set out in its licence'

(4) An application for the approval of the Bank in terrns of this section shall be in writing and

shall be accompanied by any information or document which the Bank may deem necessary

including:

(a) a statement of the nature of the transfer, merger or consolidation;

(b)acopyoftheproposedagreementunderwhichthetfansfer,mergerorconsolidation
is to be effected; and

(c) in relation to a foreign financial institution, reasons for the reduction of its assigned

caPital in Swaziland-

F ormtion of Conglnme rate s.

15. (1) No person licensed to can.y on banking business shall without the prior written authorization

of the Bank form or participate in a conglomerate'

(2) For the purpose of this Section a conglomerate may consist of:

(a) a group of financial institutions;

(b) a group whose members include a financial institution, and insurers and/or securities
' ' 

Oe-aterj (whether foreign or local, separately incorporated, registered in terms of any

appticable i"girlutio", 6r carryiog on as a regular fiature of its business the business of

insurance or deatng in securitres); or

(c)agroupwhosemembersincludeafinancial inst i tut ion,anynemberreferredtoinsub.' 
paragriptr (b), and any other undertakilg whose main business cannot be classified as

iaffiig *iAn mancial services or relatid sectors, of which one of its members

controls another within the group; or such control belongs to one or mole pefsols or

members who act in concert to eiercise confiol over two or more members of the group;

(3) For purposes of subsection 2(c), control shall exist when a member' pelson' association of

members or Persons. or an entitY:

(a) directly or indirectly, or acting through one or more intermediaries owns, difects, oI

has the power to vote twenJyfug-percenr_or more of any class of voting securities

or shares of a member of the conglomerate;
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(b) directs in any manner the election of a majority of the directors of a member of the
conglomerate; or

(c) directly or indirectly exercise a controlling influence over the management or
policies of a nember of the conglomerate.

(4) In granting such authorization the Bank may:

(a) limit or ordet the reduction of the percentage shareholding or other orivnership
interests by any person or any of the members of the conglomerate in the financial
institution to a maximum olyggEjogtjercent; 

7 ) 2

(b) limit the aggregate amorint of s;(5ting and potential exposue to the capial and resenes
of the financial insdrution:

(i) to ten percent in respect of :rny one member of the conglomerate; or

(ii) to twenty percent in respect of two or more members of the conglomerate;

(c) direct that certain categories of assets that would be classified in the ordinary course
of credit evaluation and banking practice as doubtful or low-quality assets, shall not be
acceptable as collateral security for transactions contemplated in subsection (5);

(d) dkect that any transaction resulting in an exposure to the finaucial institution, as
contemplated in subsection (5), shall be on terms a:rd conditions that would have been
offered to unrelated third parties, and that are consistent with safe and sound banking
practices; or

(e) impose any terns and conditions which it may deem desirable or in the inferest of
sound prudential practice and a stable financial system.

(4) For purposes of subsection (4)(b) "exposure" in relation to such member or members, rneans:

(a) a loan or extension of credit to a member or members;

(b) a purchase of, or investnent in, shares or olher ownership inleresb ofa member or members;

(c) a purchase of assets, including assets subject to an agreement to repurchase, from a
member or members;

the acceptance of shares or other ownership hterests issued by a member or members
as collateral security for a loan or extension of credit to such member or members; or

the issue of a guarantee, acceptance, promissory note, gr letter of credit, including an
endorsernent of any such instrument, on behalf of a member or members.

(6) The Bank may, by notice published in tlre gazette, make Bylaws to ensure prudential rules,
reporting and auditing of each mernber of the conglomerate and the conglomerate as a whole.

(7) The Bylaws refened to in subsection (6) may differentiate between the different classes of
conglomerates described in subsection (2) of this Section.

Revocation of l)cence o! a Financial Institutian

16. (1) The Bankmay revoke the licence of any financial inqtitution if the holder:

(a) fails to commence operations within a period of one year following fte grant of the licence;

(b) exceeds the terms of his licence or fails to comply with any conditions imposed undei
Section 6 or 17, or with any measures required by the Bank under Section 42;

(d)

(e)
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(c) ceases to carry on the business for which he is licenced: or

(d) is in breach of any other of the provisions of this Act

(2) Before revoking the licence of any financial instltution, the Bank shall consult with the

Minister and give such institution notice of its intentions to do so, and shall afford it a

reasonable opportunity to show cause why such licence should not be revoked:

Provided that no licence shall be revoked earlier than twenty-eight days after the notice of intention

is served on the financial institution.

(3) The Bank may obtain a temporary injunction upon application to the Court for the suspension

of any part or all of the business being conducted by such institution after the notice of

intention has been served upon it.

(4) If the Bank has revoked a licence, it shall as soon as possible publish a notice of the rcvocation

in the Gazette and in a newspaper of general circulation in the country and shall in addition

cause a sufficiently large enough notice to be posted in a conspicuous place in each place of

business of the financial institution.

Licencing of Agents and Annual Fees'

17. (l) Any person, other than a licenced financial institution, proposing to act as agent of a

financial institution not licenced in Swaziland, who represents such institution, or undertakes

any.activity on its behalf, in Swaziland, other than in the course of legal proceedings, shall,

Lefore engeging in such representation or activity, apply !o tlrc Bank for a licence under this Section.

(2) An application for a licence in terms of subsection (l) shall be in writing and shall contain full

particulars of:

(a) his authority to act as agent;

(b) the business he proposes to carry on; and

(c) the manner in which, and the places where, he proposes to carry on such business.

(3) The licencee shall, upon the granting or renewal of his licence, pay to the Bank for the

account of the Consolidated Fund the prescribed annual fee for agents which may from time

to time be prescribed by the Minister by notice published in the Gazette'

(4) The licence shall be granted for a period not exceeding one year, but may be renewed upon

application to the Bank made prior to the expiry of the period for which the licence was granted:

Provided that the Bank may refuse to grant or renew such licence on good cause shown

(5) In granting or renewing a licence, the Bank may impose conditions to be satisfied by its

holder including limitations on his activities.

(6) The licence may be revoked by the Bank in the event that its holder fails to comply with the

terms and conditions of the licence, or comes under the provisions of section 49.

(7) Before revoking any licence issued under this Section, the Bank shall give the holder notice of

its int€ntiotr to do so, and shall afford him a reasonable opportunity to show cause why such

licence should not be revoked:

Provided that no licence shall be revoked earlier than twenty-eight days after the notice of intention

is served on the holder.

(8) The Bank may obtain a temporary injunction upon application to the High Court for the

suspension of any part or all of the business being conducted by the holder after the notice of

intention has been served upon him.
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(9) If the Bank has revoked a licence in terms of this Section, it shall as soon as possible publish a
notice of the revocation in the Gazette and in a newspaper of general circulation in Swaziland.

(10)Any person acting as an agent withfu the meaning of this Section without a valid licence
therefor commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a line of Fifty Thousand
Emalangeni (E50,000) and an additional fine of not less than Ttventy-Five Thousand
Emalangeni (E25,000) in respect of each day on which the contravetrtion continues.

Dis c lo s able I nformalion.

With respect to any Iicenced financial institution or agent, the Bank shall disclose to any
person upotr requ€st:

(a) the nature of the licence;

(b) any terms, conditions and limitations attached to such licence;

(c) the places where the holder of such licence may, according to his licence, carry on his
activitiesl or

(d) the name of the person upon whom process may be served in lieu of the holder of
such licence, where such person has been named in a certificate of designation filed
with the Bank.

(2) For the purposes of this section "certificate of designation" means a certificate filed with the
Bank by the licence holder appointing a person upon whom process rmy be served in lieu of
the licence holder.

PARTIII

FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS AND LIMITATIONS

Capital anil Reserve Account.

19 (1) Every financial institution shall at all times maintain unimpaired capital, eilher paid-up if it is
a local financial institution, or assigned if it is a foreign financial institution, at least equal to
the minimum amount specified in Section 20.

(2) The assigned capital of a foreign financial institution shall serve the same purposes under this
Act as the paid-up capital of a local financial institution.

(3) Every financial institution shall maintain a Reserve Account and, before any dividend is
declared or any profit is transferred to the head office or elsewhere, shall transfer to such
Account out of the net profits of each year, after due provision has been made for taxation, a
sum equal to not less than the minimum amount specified in Section 20.

(4) The Reserve Account shall neither be reduced nor impaire4 
.,

hovided that the impairment of the Reserve Account may be permiti{when it is the only means of
Preventing an impairment of the capital, in which case the Bank shall b"e notifred within thirw davs of
the amount of such impairment.

(5) No financial institution shall declare, credit or pay any dividend or make any other transfer
from profits if there is an impairment of the paid-up or assigned capital or of the minimum
required balance in its Reserve Account.

Amount of Capilnl and Reseme Accoant.

20. (1) The following requirements shall apply in respect of a financial institution:

(a) operating as a bank:
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(i) its minimum required capital shall be not less than the greater of the amount
prescribed by the Bank by way of start-up capital, or five percent of its liabilities
to the public in Swaziland in terms of the most recent balance sheet prepared in
accordance with Secfion 35;

(ii) it shall transfer each year to its Reserve Account a sum equal to not less than ten
percent of its net profits rintil the balance in the Reserve Account is equal to i*
minimum required capital;

{iii)the sum of capital and reserve accounts together shall not be less than eight
percent of the sum of its risk weighted assets computed in the manner prescribed
by the Bank from time to time by Notice in the Gazette:

Provided further that any bank required by a change in Bylaws made under this Section to increase its
capital shall be afforded a reasonable period of time being not less than twelve months in which to
comply therewith;

(b) operating as a credit institution or other financial institution:

(i) its minimum required capital shall be not less than the amount prescribed by
. Bylaws in respect of the appropriate class of institutions:

Provided that such prescription shall not be inferior to the greater of the amount prescribed by the
Bank by way of start-up capital or five percent of its liabilities to tlrc public in Swazilaud in terms of
the most recent balance sheet prepared in accordance with Section 35; and

Provided further that any credit institution or other financial institution required by a change in
Bylaws made under this Section to augnent its capital shall be afforded a reasonable period of time,
being not less than twelve months, in which to comply therewith;

(ii) it sball transfer each year to its Reserve Account a sum equal to not less than
twenty-five percent of its net profits until the balance in such Reserve Account is
equal to its minimum required capital:

hovided tbat the Bank sray, by issuing Bylaws, increase the percentages specified in paragraphs (aXi)
and (bXi).

(2) Where the minimum capital of a financial institution, prescribed in reference to its liabilities,
exceeds tle amount of is unimpaired capital, such institution may, provisionally and subject
to the approval of the Bank for such period as it may approve, include in the computation of
its capital any unimpaired balance in its reserve account.

(3) Where the sum of capital and reserve accounts of a bank, falls below eight percent of the sum
of its computed risk-weighted assets (or such higher percentage as may have been prescribed
by the Bank under subsection (1)), such institution may, on application to the Bank, be
g4trted a reasonable time not exceeding one year for compliance on the basis of a plan
rectifying the defrciency.

Provisions n be made for Cefiain ltenx.

21. In making the calculations necessary to ascertain that a financial institution has complied with
the requirements of Sections 19 ard,20:

(a) provisions shall be made by a financial institution to the satisfaction of the Bank for
the following items:

(i) depreciation of assets and bad or doubtful debts (to be calculated at least onc€ in
each calendar quarter) and including accumulated depreciation and bad debts rot
yet written off;

(ii) operating and accumulated losses;
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(iii)preliminary expenses, representing expenses relating to organisation or extension
or the purchase of business or goodwill, and including under-writing commission;

(iv)the value of any assets lodged or pledged to secure liabilities incurred under any
law if all the liabilities (including contingent liabilities) so secured are not included
in the calculation and if the effect of such lodging or ptedging is that such assets
are not available for the purpose of meeting the liabilities of the instirrtion to rhe public;

(v) such other items as the Bank may prescribe in Bylaws;

(b) capital, paid-up or assigned as the case may be, liabilities, and risk-weighted assets shall
be of such kinds and computed in such manner, as the Bank may prescribe il Bylaws

Prescribed Investments to be Maintained-

2;2 The Bank may from time to time, by notice published in the Gazette, prescribe that every
financial institution of a given class or classes shall maintain in Swaziland specified investrnents of an
amoutrt to be determined as a percentage of its liabilities to the public in Swaziland as shown in its last
precedilg monthly statement furnished to the Bank under Section 36:

Provided that:
(a) no such prescription shall require the total amount of such specified investments to

exceed five percent of such liabilities; and

(b) every such prescription shall afford every institution required to maintain such specified
invesunents a reasonable period, not leqs than three months, in which to co*olv

Minimum Liquid Assets to be Maintained.

23 (1) The Bank may from time.to tirne, by notice published in the Gazette prescribe that every
financial institution of a given class or classes shall maintain liquid asiets amounting to not
less than a prescribed percentage or percentages, not exceeding twenty-five percent, of the
total, or specified categories, of its liabilities to the public in Swaziland as shown in the last
preceding monthly statement furnished to the Bank under Section 36:

Provided that no financial institution shall be required without prior approval of the Minister, to
maintain liquid assets in excess of thirty perceut of such total liabilities io the public in Swaziland.

(2) The distribution of amouats between the various types of liquid assets required to be held
under this Section shall be made at the discretion of each financial instinrtion:

Provided that the Bank may, by notice published in the Gazette and with the approval of the Minister,
prescnbe the distribution of amounts between the types of liquid assets required to be held under this
Section.

(3) For the purpose of this Section, "liquid assets" shall consist of freely hansferable assets,
unencumbered by any charge or lien whatsoever, of the following classes:

(a) notes and coins that are legal tender in Swaziland and net balances held with the Bank;

(b) net balances withdrawable on demand and money at call at any financial institution in
Swaziland:

(c) treasury bills and otler securities issued by the Government and maturing within three
hundred and seventy days;

(d) securities issued by the Bank and maturing within one hundred and eighty days;

(e) net balances withdrawable on demand and money at call or at up to thirty-one days
notice at such financial institutions, denominated in such currenciei and located in such
countries and available in accordance with such terms, as the Bank may approve;



s58

(f) negotiable instruments of such type as the Bank may approve bearing at least two
good signatues, payable within a period of one hundred and eighty-six days aad drawn
on such places, and denominated in such currencies, as the Bank may approve;

(g) treasury notes or bills issued by the Government of such counfiies, and denominated
in such currencies, as the Bank may approve, and maturing within three hundred and
seventy days; or

iir'ii*n "tr,"r assets as'ihe-s-iiiii, t'tf rh" 6ddt;i;f'rd;-Mi;i;il;;;by ".ri* | i/''
_-J

Limitations on Specified Operations and Activities.

24. (l) No finalcial institution shall dlectly or indirectly:

(a) grant to any person or permit to be outstanding any loan, advance or credit facility,
or give any financial guarantee or incur any other liability on behalf of that person,
such that the total value of the loans, advances or credit facilities to, and financial
guarairtees or other liabilities on behalf of, that person is at any time more than
tygtg:gye pgr-gelI. S{g'9 !1o1"*'pgr-e-4 p?ig-}p _ol.3t$1gn. e_9 "93!1!11'Sgd^_rts1gpeggd
b"lqgqil":|" Reserve Account of the financial institution:

Provided that the limitation upoi*Sueh transactions shall not apply if they:

(i) represent loans, advances or credit facilities to, or guaranteed in writing both as to
principal and interest by, the Government of Swaziland;

(ii) represent such loans, advances or credit facilities to, or guaranteed in writing both
as to principal and interest by, such foreign governments, as the Bank may
specify for the purposes of this Section;

(iii)are fully secured by cash and held in a segregated deposit account by the lending
financial institution, or portions thereof.

(b) grant any loans, advances or credit facilities against the security of its own shares or,
those of any other licenced financial institutions;

' 
(c) grant or permit to be outstanding unsecured loans, advances or credit facilities of an

aggegate amount in excess of fifty thousand Emalangeni (E50,000):

(i) to its directors whether such loans, advances or facilities are granted to them
jointly or severally;

(ii) to any firm, partnership, syndicate, association, company or other body of
persons incorporate or unincorporate in which it or any one or more of its
directors is directly or indirectly interested as owner, shareholder, director,
partner, manager, agent or member; or

(iii)to any individual, firm, partnership, syndicate, association, company or other
body of persons incorporate or unincorporate of whom or of which it or any one
or more of its directors is directly or indirectly a guarantor;

(d) grart or permit to be oubtanding to any officer or employee unsecured loans, advances
or credit facilities which in the aggregate amount exceed one year's emoluments of
such officer or employee;

(e) engage, whether on its own account or on a commission basis, in the whoiesale or
retail trade, including the import or export trade, except insofar as may be necessary
in exceptional circumstances with the prior written approval of the Bank in the
couse of banking business or in the course of the satisfaction of debts due to it; or
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(f) acquire or hold any part of the share capital or any finarcial, commercial, agricultural,

industrial ot other undertaking except such shareholdings as a financial instihrtion
rnay acquire in the course of the satisfaction of debts due to it, which shareholdings
shall, however, be disposed of at the earliest suitable momeot but not later than three
years from ghs d?te of its original acquisition:

Provided that this paragraph shall not prevent the purchase and sale of shares of stock for trust
account or upon the order and for the account of a customer without recourse;

Provided further that this paragraph shall not apply:

(i) in respect of any shareholding approved by the Bank in any corporation
established for the purpose of insuring deposits or of promoting the development
of a money market or securities market or payments system in Swaziland oi of
improving the financial mechanism for the financing oi economic developmenl or

(ii) to any shat'eholdings in other undertakings the aggiregate value of which does not
at any time exceed twenty-five percent of the sum of its uaimpaired paid-up or
assigned capital and unimpaired balance in its Reserve Account:

Provided, however, that the acquisition of any voting shares of a local financial institutioo shall be
subject to the prior written approval of the Bank;

(2) If in the application of the limitation of subsection (1)(a) the Bank determines that the
interests of a group of two or more pe$ons are so interrelated that they should be considered
as a unit the tolal indebtedness of such group shall be combined and diemed to be io respect
of a single person.

(3) The Bank shall issue Bylaws to ensure prudential rules for the aggregation and attribution of
loans and credit facilities for the purpose of ensuring compliance with subsection (l).

(4) A financial institution shall.report all credit expoqures in excess of tel percent of its
unimpairtd paid-up or assigned capital and unimpaired balance in the Reserve Accorint to the
Rank on a quarterly basis and may not incur such exposure to an extent that in total exceeds
eight hundred percent of that calculatiop

Loans and Advances Secured by Hypothec.

(2) Any deed of hypothecation entered into under this Section shall:

(a) include:

a statement that the institution has, through its servant or agent, explained to the
borrower the effect of making such deed and that the borrower undeistands the
explanation;

(ii) the amount of the loan or advance secured by the hypothec;

(iii)a description of the property offered as security;

(iv) such matters as may be prescribed by legislation.
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(b) be lodged by the financial institution with the Registrar of Deeds withitr thirty days of
its execution and thereafter registered in the register of deeds of hypothecation; and

(c) be endorsed by the sigpature of an officer who has been duly authorized thereto,
either generally or specially, by the institution concerned.

(4) A deed of hypothecation entered into under this Section shall be of no effect unless and until
it has been registered in accordance with subsection (2).

(5) Immediately upon payment by the financial institution of the loan or advance or any part

thereof to or on behalf of the borrower, and subject to subsection (3), notwithstanding any

other laq all property hypothecated and progeny or produce thereof shall be deemed to be
pledged in favour of the institution for the amount owing in respect of such loa:r or advance,
incluaing interest and costs, as fully and effectually as if it had been pledged by delivery to
such institution.

(6) The security created und;r subsection (4) shall not be extinguished by any delivery to another
person of the property without the written consent of the financial institution:

Provided that this subsection shall not apply to:

(a) any delivery by or on behalf of the borrower to another person in good faith if the
vaiue of the property so delivered do€s not exceed fifty Emalangeni (E50); or

(b) any subsequent delivery to another person for value in good faith, even if the person

so delivering the property has acquired it in bad faith from the borrower'

(7) The financial institution may at any time, upon such conditions as it deems fit, grant
permission in writing to the borrower to dispose of the property which has been hypothecated
in terms of this Section or to substitute any other propety of the same description therefor,

and any property so substituted shall be deemed to have been validly hypothecated in terms of

this Section:

provided that the financial institution shall cause the details of such substitution to be noted against

the deed of hypothecation lodged with the Registrar of Deeds in terms of subsection (2) hereof and

until so noted, such substitution shall be of no effect as against persons other than the borrower.

(8) Any movable property already hypothecated by any registered.notarial bond shall not be

h$othecated under this Section, eicept with the consent in writing of the holder of such bond.

(9) Any borrower who, without the prior written authority of the financial institution, disposes

of, destroys or consumes any property hypothecated under this Section or removes any
property from the land where it ii to Ue kept by agreement with- the financial institution,

io-miis an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of not less than one thousand

Emalangeni (E1,000) or imprisonment for one year or both:

provided that it shall be a good defence in any prosecution under this subsection if the accused

establishes that the amounts secured under the deed of hypothecation were fully paid by or on his

behalf to the financial institution concerned immediately after the disposal, destruction, consumption

or removal as the case maY be'

(10)If, at a trial in respect of a contravention of subsection (8), it is proved that the accused
failed, on the demand of atry person designated by the institution for such puposer to ploduce

the property hypothecated oi any pa.t thereof, the accused shall be presumed to have disposed

of, Aestroyla, consumed or removed the property in question as the case may be according to

the charge, unless the contrary is proved.

(11)Every financial institution shall maintain a register of all deeds of hypothecation entered into
' 

irl rc;ms of this Section at the principal place of business and such register shall be open for

inspection by members of the publiC without charge during normal hours of business of the

institution.
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(l2)Upon recovery or repayment of any loan or advance secured by a hypothec together with
interest thereon to the date of such r€payment and any costs which may have been incurred
in connection with such loan or advance and recoverable in terms thereof or of any law, the
institution shall issue a receipt for such moneys and notify the Registrar of Deeds who shall
forthwith cancel the entry in the register of deeds of hypothecation.

Foreclasure of Hlpothec.

26. (1) Any deed of hypothecation lodged with the Registrar of Deeds in terms of Section 25 shall be
deemed to be a tiquid documont for the purposes of any application to any court of competent
jurisdiction for summary judgement or provisional sentence

(2) In the case of loans secured by hypothec, upon any evetrt specified in a hypothec entered into
in terms of Section 25 permitting the seizure of any property subject thereto, a financial
institution may file with the clerk or registrar of any court of competent jurisdiction a
certified statement by an authorized employee of the financial institution on oath as correct,
setting forth the said event and describing the property liable to seizure and annexing thereto
a copy of the relevant deed of hypothec.

(3) A copy of the statement referred to in subsection (2) shall be posted by the financial institution
to the borrower simultaneously with it being filed with the clerk or regisffar of the court.

(4) A statement shall on being filed in terms of subsection (2) have al1 the effects of, and any
proceedings rray be taken thereon, as if it were, a civil judgement lawfully given in that court
in favour of a financial institution authorizing the seizure of such property

(5) No financial institution which has seized property in terms of subsection (4) shali dispose of
such property without having obtained a court order from a court of competent jurisdiction in
which the statement referred to in subsection (2) was filed

Alloc atio n of Pro c e e ds.

27. (1) Notwithstanding any other law, the proceeds of a sale in execution or under the judgment of a
court of any property hypothecated under Section 25 shall be applied, fustly, towards any
costs or expenses incidental to the taking of possession and sale of such property, and,
secondly, to the discharge of the loan or advance or balance thereof ouetanding and any
interest thereon to the date of receipt of proceeds of sale, and thereaftel any surplus remaining,
shall be repaid to the borrower ot his successor in title or assigns, as the case may be.

(2) For the purposes of this Section the expression "his successor in fitle" includes his curator
bonis and any executor, administrator, hustee or liquidator of his estate.

Hypothecation Deeils to be Prepareil by the Financial Inst'ttution.

28. (1) A deed of hypothecation to secure a debt to a financial institution and a deed evidencing the
discharge of any debt so secured may be prepared by the financial institution and the borrower
shall pay such charges in connection therewith as may be approved by tlrc Bank from time to time.

(2) Notwithstanding any regulations made under the Deeds Regisfry Act No. 37 of 1968 or any
other law, all such documents prepared by a financial institution in accordance with subsection
(1) which are registerable in the Deeds Office shall be registerable without it being necessary
for any person to appear before the Registrar of Deeds.

(3) A deed of hypothecation lodged with the Regisnzr of Deeds in terms of Section 25 shall be
substantially in the form prescribed by regulation, but may contain such terms and conditions
as are not inconsistent with this or any other law.
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PART IV

AUDIT. INFORMATION AND EXAMINATION

Appointment and Duties of Aaditon

29. (1) Every financial institution slgll 4q_ngafly appoint an independent.auditor, satisfactory to the
S4q!, whose duty shall be to make a report to the shareholders of a local financial institution
or to the head office of a foreign financial institution upon the atrnual balance sheet aDd profit
and loss account, and in every such report he shall state whethef in his opinion the balance
sheet and profit and loss accoult have been prepared in accordance with sandard bauking
practice, whether they fairly present the financial institution's affairs and, if the auditor has
called for explanations or information from the directors, officers or agents of the financial
itrstitution, whether such are satisfactory.

(2) The report of the auditor shall be read together with the report of the board of management
of the financial institution at the annual meeting of shareholders of each local financial
institution and shall be aansmitted to the head office of each foreign financial institution,
and a copy thereof sent to the Bank.

(3) If a financial institution fails to appoint an auditor in accordance with subsection (1), or the
Bank is not satisfied with the report of the auditor appointed by the financial institution, the
Bank shall have the power to appoint an auditor and his remuneration shall be paid by the
financial institution

(4), No person having a:ny interest in a financial institution otherwise than as a depositor and no
i.-,' officer, employee or agent of a financial institution shall be eligible for appointment as an

auditor to such financial institution, and any person appointed as an auditor to any financial
institution who shall after such appointment acquire such interest or become an officer,
employee or agent of such financial institution shall forthwith cease to be such auditor.

(5) If an auditor, in the course of the performance of his duties is satisfied that:

(a) there has been a serious breach of or non-compliance with the provisions of this Act,
or Regulations or Bylaws made under this Act, the Central Bank of Swaziland Order
No.6 of 1974, or the Companies Act No. 7 of l9l2;

(b) a criminal offence involving fraud or other dishonesty has been committed;

(c) losses have been incurred which reduce the paid-up or assigned capital, as the case
may be, of the financial institution by twenty-five percent or more;

(d) serious inegularities have occurred, including those that jeopardize the security of
depositors and creditors; or

(e) he is unable to confirm that the claims of depositors and creditors are still covered by
the assets,

he shall immediately report the natter to the Bank.

t5) fne Bank may, if it considers it necessary, from time to time, being at least once a year,
/ arrange trilateral meetings with each frnancial institution and its auditors, to discuss matters

relevant to the Bank's supervisory responsibilities which bave arisen in the course of the
statutory audit of that financial institution, including relevant aspects of the financial
institution's business, its accounting and internal control systems, and its annual balance sheet
and profit and loss accounts.

,tgj fne Bank may, if it considers it desirable or necessary in the interests of depositors, ftom time
'J to fme arange bilateral meetings with auditors of financial institutions.



s63

(7) No duty of confidentiality to which an auditor of a financial institution may be subject shall
be regarded as conftavened and no civil, criminal or disciplinary proceeding shall lie against
him by reason of his communicating in good faith to the Bank, whether or not in response to
a request made by it, any information or opinion which is relevant to the Bank's functions under
this Act, or Regulations or Bylaws made under this Act, or the Acts refened to in subsection (5).

Audilor's Righl of Access to Books.

30. Every auditor of a financial institution shall have the right of access at all times tb such books,
accounts, vouchers, and securities of that institution and shall be entitled to require from the officers
and agents of that institution such information and explanations as he requires to correctly perform
his duties as auditor.

Powers of the Bank in Relation to Au.ditorc.

31. (1) The Bank may impose all or any of the foilowing duties on an auditor in addition to those
provided under Section 29:

a duty to submit such additional information in relation to his audit as the Bank
considers necessatv:

(b) a duty to carry out any other examination or establish any procedure in any particular case;

(c) a duty to submit a report on any of the matters referred to in paragraphs (a) and (b);

(d) a duty to submit a report on the financial and accounting systems and risk management
controls of the financial institution; or

"/-\
/(e) /daty to certify that the systems of loan classification, provisioning and write-offs

\-/prescribed by the Bank are being followed and whether or not suitable measr1res to
counter the possibility of moneyJaundering have been adopted by the financial
institution and are being implemented in accordance with such Bylaws that the Balk
may prescribe.

(2) The financial institution shall remunerate the auditor in respect of the discharge by him of all
or any of these additional duties.

Audit Commitlee.

32. (1) Every financial institution shall, by resolution of its board of directors, establish an audit
cornmittee that shall regularly report to the board on all matters sct forth in Sections 29 and,31.

(2) The audit committee shall include a[ least three non-executive directors and its meeting shall be
attrnded by the auditor appoiffed under Sectim 29 mdby tre internal auditm of the financial institution.

(3) The functions of an audit comtritee shall be to:

(a) assist the board of directors in its evaluation of the adequacy and efficiency of the
internal control systems, accounting practices, information systems and auditing
processes applied within the financial institution concerned in the day-fo-day
matragement of its business;

(b) facilitate and promote communication, regarding the matters referred to in paragraph
(a), risk rnanagement or any other related matte$ between the board of directors and
the executive officers of the financial institution concerned and the auditor aooointed
under Section 29 and the employee charged with the intemal auditing of the traniactions
of the financial institution;

(c) introduce such measures as in the audit committee's opinion Inay serue to enhance
the credibility and objectivity of financial statements and reports prepared with
reference to the affairs of the financial institution concerned.
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Termination of Appointment of Auilitor.

33. (1) A financial institution that decides to terminate the services of an auditor appointed under
Section 29 before the expiration of the term of appointment must do so by resolution of its
board of directors ard must give prior written notice to the Bank of its intention to remove
or replace the auditor.

(2) If the financial institution is a branch of a foreign financial institution carrying on banking
business in Swaziland, it must present the written approval of its head offrce to the Bank.

(3) An auditor appointed under Section 29 shall give written notice to the Bank if that auditor:

(a) intends to resign before the expiration of the term of of{ice; or

(b) intends not to seek reappointment.

Financial Records.

34. Every financial institution shall keep such records in Swaziland as are necessary to show cl.early
and correctly the state of its affairs and to explain its transactions and financial position and to enable
the Bank to determine whether the institution has complied with the provisions of this Act, and
Regulations and Bylaws made under this Act, and it shall preserve every such record for a period of at
least five yeals as from the date of the last entry therein.

Annual Accoanl.

35. (l) Not later than three months after the expiry of its financial year, every local financial
institution, in respect of all business tratrsacted by it, and every foreigp financial institution in
respect of all business transacted through its places of business in Swaziland, shall prepare, with
reference to that year, a balance sheet and a profit a:rd loss account as of the last working day
of that year in such form as the Bank rnay approve, under the joint signatures of the principal
offrcer and the majority of directors of a local financial institution or of the principal officer
and the next most senior officer in Swaziland of a foreign financial institution.

(2) The balance sheet and profit and loss account prepared in accordauce with subsection (1) shall
be audited in terms of Section 29. 

,

(3) Every financial institution shall:

(a) within fourteen days after receipt of the audited balance sheet and profit and loss
account in accordance with subsection (1):

(i) send copies thereof to the Bank;

(ii) publish a copy of such balance sheet in thre Gazette and in at least one newspaper
of general circulation in Swazila:rd; and

. (b) exhibit throughout the year in a conspicuous position in each of its places of business
''j in Swazilan4 other than a mobile office, a copy of such balalce sheet.

Returns.

36. (1) Every financial institution shall submit to the Bank in duplicate:

(a) not later than the fourteenth day of each month a statement prepared in accordance

with written instructions and in such form as the Bank may from time to time

prescribe showing the assets and liabilities at the close of business on the last busrness

day of the preceding month; and

(b) not later than fourteen days after the last day of each calendar quarter ending on 31st

March, 30th June, 30th September and 31st December, a statement prepared io
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accoldancewithwrit teninsfiuct ionsandinsuchformastheBanknayfromtime
totlrneprescriuegivingananalysisofi tsassetsandliabi l i t iesandincomeand
expense at the clo*se oithe last business day of the calendar quarter:

Provided that the Bank may from time to time call for any additioual Information which it may

require for the purpose of the administration of this Act fiom any financial institution about its

operations.

(2)Afinancialinstitutionwhichcontravenessubsection(1)shallbeliabl9193^ry-^^-*administrative
penalty to re imposeJ ry the Bank of fifty_thousand Emalangeni (E50,000) plus an additional

fine of twenty-nu" ttouJuna Emalangeni iBZS,OOO) in respect of each day in which the

offence continues.

Failure to Provide Information.

37 (1) The Bank may sefve an ordef to cease and desist upon a fiaancial institution which fails to

fumish informatioo u, ,"qo"tt"d by the Bank after the expiry of the time by which the bank

had requested such information'

(2)Afinancialinstifrtionwhichcontravenessubsection(1)shallbeliabletol.lTimumadministrative
penalty to be irnposeJ by the Bank of fifty_thousand Emalangeni (E50,000) plus an additional

hne oi twenty-five thousand Emalangeni iEZS,OOO) in respect of each day in which the

offence continues.

Reporting of Suspicious Transactions.

38 (1) No financial institution shall carry out a transaction which it knows oI suspects to be related

to a serious criminal activity until it reports the information regarding the transactiotr that

indicates such activity to the Bank'

(2) A financial institution shall provide all necessary information relating to-the suspicious

transaction in accordance *ith "oy law authorizing such exchange of information'

(3) A financial institution shall not disclose to any pelson, other thana cout' competent

authority, or other person authorized by law, that information has been transmitted to or

requested by the authorities, that an investigation is being carried out, or that instructions not

to execute a tfansaction are being carried out'

(4) Where a financial institution provides information that is referred to in subsection (1) and

(2) in good faith, the financial institution shall be exempted from liability of any kind for

compty:ing with this Section and/or for breach of any restriction on disclosure of information'

except as provided in subsection (3).

(5) For rhe purposes of this Section, "financiai institution" includes the employees, directors'

officers and owners of a financial institution'

Examinations'

39. (1) The Bank shall cause regular on-site examinations of the oPerations and_affairs of every

financial institution, and,-where the Bank so specifies, foreigo branches, if any, of such

financial instihrtions, to be made by offrcen of the Balk so appointed to conduct such examinations'

(2) The purpose of an examination under subsection (1) shall be to determine whether:

(a)thefinancial insxtut ionconcernedisinasoundfinancialcondit ion;

(b) the provisions of this Act, Regulations and Bylaws are being complied with by the

financial institution; and

(c) the business of a financial institution is being operated in a lawful and prudent mauler'
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(3) For the purpose of determining the condition of a financial institutiotr and its compliance
with this Act, Regulations and Bylaws, the Bank rnay cause an examination to be made of any
of the financial institution's affiliates in Swaziland to the same extent that an examitration
may be made of the financial institution.

(4) The Bank shall also cause such examination to be made where application is made by one-fifth
of the total number of depositors, or by any number of depositors holding not less than one-third
of the liabilities to the public in Swaziland of such institution:

Provided that the applicants shall submit to the Bank such evidence as it may consider necessary to
justify an examination.

Production of Records and Informtion for Examinet

40. (1) Every financial institution and every affiliate of such institution shall, pursuant to an
examination conducted under Section 39, produce for the inspection of any examiner duly
authorized by the Bank, at such times and in such places as the examiner may specify (being
times and places which, in the opinion of the examiner, are not detrimental to the conduct of
the normal ,lrily business of such institution), all books, mitrutes, accounts, cash, securities,
documents and vouchers in their possession or custody, relating to their business and shall
supply all information concerning their business as may reasonably be required by such
examiner within such time as the examiner may sPecify'

(2) lf arly books, minutes, accounts, cash, secudties, documents and vouchers are not produced or
inforrnation not supplied in accordance with subsection (l), the defaulting financial institution
or affiliate, or both, as the case may be, commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction
to a fine of not less than fifty thousand Emalangeni (E50,000) and an additional fine of not
less than twenty-five thousand Emalangeni (E25,000) in respect of every day during which
the default continues.

(5) If any information supplied or item produced under subsection (1) is false in any material
partiiular, the frnancial institution or affiiiate, or both, as the case may be. commits an
6ffence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of not less than five hundred thousand
Emalangeni (E500,000).

(6) As soon as possible after the conclusion of an examination, the Bank shall forward a suilnary

of the examiner's report containing its salient points to the head office of the financial

institution concerned.

ftU;\Aff expenses of, and incidental to, an examination shall be paid by the financial Institutior as

\rhhe Bank may prescribe in Bylaws.

Other Offences.

41. Any director, officer, employee or agent of a financial institution commits an offence and shall

be iiable on conviction io u tine of one hundred thousand F-mahggni (E100,000), or imprisonment

for not less than one year or both, if he:

(a) obstructs the proper performance by an auditor of his duties in accordance with the

provisions of 
'tlis 

ect, or a lawful Lxamination of such institution by an examiner

duly authorized bY the Bank;

(b) with intent to deceive makes any false or misleading statement or entry, or omits any

statement or enhy that should be made, in any book, accoutrt, repoft, oI statement

of such institution.

Powers After Examination.

42. Without derogating from its powers under Part V of this Act or the Schedule hereto' the Bank

may, if, in iti opinion, an eiamination or other information about the institution shows that the

financial institution concertred is conducting its business il an unlau{ul or unsound manner or that
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it is otherwise in an unsound condition:

(a) require such institution to take such measures as the Bank may consider necessary to
rectify the situatioq

(b) appoint a person, who in its opinion has had proper training and experience, to advise
the financial institution on measures to be taken to rectify its situation, and shall fix
his remuneration which shall be paid by the financial institution.

Confide ntiality of I nformatinn.

43. (1) Nothing in this Act shall authorize the Minister or the Bank to inquire or cause an inquiry to
be made into the affairs of any individual customer of a financial institution.

(2) Except for the purpose of the performance of his duties or the exercise of his functions or
when lawfully required to do so by any court under any law, no person appointed under Section
39 to examine the affairs of a financial institution or under Section 42 to advise a financial
institution, shall disclose to any person any information relating to the affairs of any
financial instin.rtion or other person, including any customer of a linancial institution, which
he has acquired il the performance of his duties or the exercise of his functions.

(3) Every such examiner or adviser shall, before acting in the execution of his office, take and
subscribe before a Commissioner of Oafls such oath of fidelity or secrecy as may be prescribed
by Bylaws:

Provided that this provision shall not apply to a person who has already taken the oath prescribed in
Section 20 of the Central Bank of Swaziland Order No.6 of 1974.

(4) Every such examiner or adviser who in contravention of the true intent of the oath of
fidelity or secrecy taken by him and without lawful excuse, reveals atry matter which has
come to his knowledge in his ofhcial capacity commits an offence and shall be liable on
conviction to a fine of not less than five thousand Emalangeni (E5,000) or imprisonment for
two years or both.

(5) Any such examiner or adviser who acts in the execution of his office before he has taken the
prescribed oath he commits an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of not less than five
hundred Emalangeni (E 500).

Pub licatian of Informalion.

44. (1) The Bank may publish in whole or in part, in such form and at such time as it may determine,
any information or data furdshed or collected under this Act:

Provided that no information or data shall be published which might disclose the particular affairs of a
financial institution or of a customer of a financial institution unless the consent of the financial
institution or customer, as the case may be, has been obtained.

(2) The Bank may communicate confidential information obtained in fhe course of its examination
atrd its receipt of reports made under Section 38 to the central banks and banking supervisory
authorities of other countries.

Annual Report by Bank.

45. The Bank shall anuually submit to the Minister a report on all financial institutions and agents
licensed under this Act and on all matters relating to such institutions and agents duritg the year
under review, and the Minister shall lay tle report before Parliament.
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PART V

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

E nforce me nt of C omPlianc e -

46. (l) Whenever the Bank shall find that a financial institution or any of its directors, officers,

ernployees, confoolling shareholders, or connected persons has engaged'in unsafe ot unsound

ptu"ti."r ia conductin-g the business of the institution, or has violated any provision of this

ict, Regulations, Byliws, agreement with, or order of the Bark to which the institution is

subject,-or the Bank has reaionable cause to believe that such actions or violations are about

to 6ccur, the Bank may decide to take any one or more of the following courses of action:

(a) issue a written warning incident to or supplementing an examination feport;

(b) conclude a written agreement providing for a program of remedial action;

(c) issue an order to cease and desist that requires the institution 1nj9t tne responsible

person ro cease and desist from the actions and violations specified in the order and

ih"t -ny, further, require affirmative action to correct the conditions resulting from

any such actions or violations;

(d) issue an order to suspend from office in the institution any person who has engaged

in, or is about to engage in, or is otherwise responsible for, such actions or violations

and the suspensioo sia'it be for an initial period of thirty days which may be extended

for similar periods or made permanent;

(e)imposeanadministrat ivepenaltyagainsttheinsti tut ionand/oranyresponsible' ' 
priron of not more than twenty-five thousand Emalangeni (E25,000) for each day

during which a violation continues of any provision of this Act, Regulations, Bylaws'

agreement or order; or

(fl revoke the licence of the institution to do banking business'

(2) Any course of action taken in terms of subsection (1) shall be notifred in writing to the

financial institution or the responsible person, as the case may be, and shall take effect upon

receipt and if no complaint is nnoe within eight days, consent to such action shall be plesumed'

(3) If the recipient of the notice frles a complaint atrd lequests a hearing,.the Bank shall provide
'-' 

an oppofi;niry for the recipient to be heard and present argumeDts within eight days.

(4) If after the hearing, the Bank does not find that the complaint is justified, it shall be reviewed

by the board of the Bank aad the decision of the board, which shatl be rendered within eight

days, shall be final *r." *" t*ipi* seeks ib review by the court within fhhty days of ttral decision'

Liabilities of Direc'tors and Officers.

47. Aly person being a director, chief executive officer, manager, or other officer of a Financial

institution, who:

(a)knowinglyviolatesanyrlaw,rule,regulat ion'bylaw'agreementwithanorderbythe
Bank to which the ins$tution is subject;

(b) participates or assents to such violatiotr; or

(c) commits gross negligence or intentional wrong in the coutse of his duties or

intentional wrong to the financial institution;

shall be liable in his personal and individual capacity for all damages which the financial institution' its

shareholders or any other persons shall have sustained in consequence'
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Failure to Secure Complinnce.

48. Any director, chief executive officer, manager, or other officer of a financial institution who fails
to take all reasonable steps to secure compliance by the institution with any requirement of this Act,
or Regulations or Bylaws made under this Act, and the Cenfal Bank of Swaziland Order, 1974, commits
an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of not less than fifty thousand (E50,000) or
imprisonment for not less than one year, or both.

Persons Disqualifrcd as Dhectors, etc.

Without prejudice to anything in any other law, no person shall act or continue to act as a
direc'tor or manager of, or otherwise be direcfly or indirectly involved in the management in
Swaziland of, a financial institution, or be an agent wifhin the meaning of Section 17, or
otherwise represent in Swaziland any financial institution:

(a) if his estate is declared insolvent or bankrupt in Swaziland or any other counhy, if
such person has not been rehabilitated by order of a court; or

(b) if he is convicted of an offence involving dishonestv or fraud.

(2) No person who has been a director or rnanager of, or otherwise directly or indirectly concemed
in the management of, any financial institution which has been wound-up, whether in or out
of Swaziland, shall, without the approval in writing of the Bank, act or continue to act as a
director or manager of, or otherwise be directly or indirectly concerned in the management in
Swaziland of, any financial institution.

(3) Any person who contravetres subsection (1) or (2) commits an offence and shall be liable on
conviction to a fine of not less thal two hundred and fifty thousand Emalangeni (E250,000)
or imprisonment for two years or both.

(4) A person who is a director, officer or employee of a financial institution shall not serve at the
same time as a director, offrcer or employee of any other financial institution except where
the Bank after consultation with the Minister permits, in writing, such service in respect of
not more than one such other institution.

Resewe for Incses due n Negligence or Dishonesty.

50. Every financial institution shall either maintain a special reserve account which is, in the opinion
of the Bank, adequate and which is reserved exclusively for the purpose of making good any loss
resulting from the negligence or dishonesty of any of its officers and other personnel, or it shall
insure itself against such loss, to al amount which the Bank deems adequate, with a person approved
by the Bank and carrying on insurance business or the business of guaranteeing against any suih loss.

Financial Holillays.

51. (1) The Minister may declare by notice in the Gazette any day to be a financial holiday on which
no financial institution may be open for business with the public.

(2) Except with the approval of the Bank, all financial institutions shall remain open for business
with the public on such days, other than public holidays and financial holidays, and during such
hours, as may be prescribed by Regulation or Bylaw.

(3) Any private obligation which can only be fulfilled at a financial institution and which would
fall due on any day on which such institution is not open for business under this Section, shall
be deemed to fall due on the next day on which such institution is open for business.

Substitution for Deposilar's Signatule.

52. If in any transaction contrected with the opening of, deposit into, or withdrawal from, a deposit
account, the depositor is unable to siga, his thumb impression affixed in the presence of an officer
of the financial institution shall have the same legal effect as if it were the depositor's signature.
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Acceptance of Deposits by Insolvent Financial Institutions,

53. (1) A financial institution which receives any deposits at a time when its liabilities exceed its
assets commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of not less than one
hundred thousand Emalangeni (E100,000).

(2) A director, officer or employee of a financial institution who knows of, or, in the proper
performance of his duties, should know that the liabilities of such institution exceed its assets,
and who receives, or authorises the acceptance of, a deposit commits an offence and shall be
liable on conviction to a fine of not less than fifty thousand Emalangeni (E50,000) or
imprisonment for not less than one year or both.

(3) In any prosecution under subsection (1) or (2), it shall be a defence if the accused establishes
that at the time of the acceptance of the deposit, the depositor was aware of the situation of
the financial institution.

Anti- Competirtv e A gre ements.

54. Every contract, combination or conspiracy in restraint of bantiag business shall be illegal ald any
person who shall make any such contract or engage in any such combination or conspiracy
commits an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of not less than five hundred thousand
Emalangeni (E500,000) or to irnprisonment for one year or both.

Tying Provhions.

55. (1) A financial institution shall not extend credit, lease or sell property of any kind, or fumish
any service on the condition or requirement:

(a) that the customer shall obtain or provide some additional credit, property or service
from or to such financial institution, its holding company or any other subsidiary of
tlat company, other than those related to and usually provided in connection
therewith as determined by the Bank;

(b) that the customer shall not obtain some other credit, property or selvice from a
competitor of such financial institution, its parent company or any other subsidiary
of tbat company, other than a condition or requirement that such financial institution
shall reasonably impose in a credit transaction to assure the soundness of the credit.

(2) The Bank may permit such exceptions to this prohibition as it considers will not be contrary
to its purpose.

(3) Where the Bank has reason to believe that a financial institution is in breach of subsectiotr (1)

above, it shall carry out an investigation fo determine whether there is such a breach.

(4) The procedure for any investigation in terms of this Section shall be prescribed in Bylaws
made by the Bank.

(5) If, following the investigation, a financial iNtitution is found to be in breach of this Section,
it shall be liable to a minimum administrative penalty to be imposed by the Bank of fifty
thousand Emalangeni (E50,000) plus an additional fine of twenty-five thousand Emalangeni
(E25,000) in respect of each day in which the breach continues.

Bbrd of Directors.

56. (1) Within a period of six months from the coming into force of this Act, the board of a
financial institution shall consist of not fewer than five or more than fifteen directors of
which at least 50Vo shall be Swazi citizens including the Chairman and the principal officer of
the financial institution shall be a member of the board.

(2) The principal offrc€r acting in the capacity of board member shall not be the chairman of the board.
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(3) No person shall serve as director, or principal officer of a bank without the pdor written
approval of the Bank if:

(a) the ba:rk holds an unreimbursed loss attributable to a charged-off obligation of, or
holds a judgement agaiast the person or an entity that was controlled by the person at
the dme of funding and at the time of default on the loan or other advance of credit
that gave rise to the judgement or charged-off obligation; or

(b) the person has been convicted of a criminal offence involving fraud or other dishonesty.

(4) If the shareholders of a financial institution do not elect directors before the 61"'day after the
date of its regular annual meeting, the Bank may appoint a curator in terms of this Act.

(5) If the curator is unable within ninety days following the appointment to nominate and elect
persons willing and able to serve as directors, and the shareholders of the financial institution
have not elected directors during this time period, the financial institution shall be liquidated
in accordance with the Schedule to this Act.

(6) Where there is a vacancy on the board that reduces the number of directors to fewer than
five, the remaining directors shall nominate and elect a person(s) willing and able to serve as a
director(s) by not later than thirty days after the date the vacancy occurs.

(7) The Bank may, sixty days after the date the vacancy refened to in subsection (6) occurs
appoint a curator in terms of this Act to operate the financial institution and nominate and
elect a person(s) willing and able to serve as a director(s) so that the board shall consist of not
fewer than five persons

(8) If the curator is unable to nominate or elect a person(s) willing and able to serve as a director
to increase the number of directors to not less than five within ninety days following the
appointment of the curator, the financial institution shall be liquidated in accordance with the
Schedule to this Act-

(9) Before a person commences to serve as a director, the person shall submit an affidavit for
filing in the minutes of the financial institution stating that the person, to the extent applicable:

accepts the position and is not disqualified from serving in the position;

will not violate or knowingly permit any director, principal officer, or other
employee of the financial institution to violate any provision of this Act;

(c) will diligently perform the duties of the position; and

i 
(d) acknowledges and accepts the responsibility for the overall supervision of the bauk.

\
,\ (10)The board shall meet as often as the busiaess of the financial institution may require but not- less frequently than once during each calendar quarter.

(11)At each regular meeting the board shall review and approve the minutes of the prior meeting
and review the operations, activities, and financial condition of the bank.

(12)The board may designate committees from among its members to perform these duties and
approve or reject the committees' reports at each regular meeting.

(13)The board shall keep minutes proceeditrgs.

{14)The board shall appoint a principal officer who shall primarily be responsible for the
execution of board policies, supervision of the daily operations of the financial institution,
and the maintenance and storage of all books and records of the financial institution. The
board may appoint other officers of the financial institution as it considers necessarv.

(a)
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(15)Unless expressly authorized by the board and recorded in its minutes, an officer or employee
of the bank nay not create ol dispose of an asset of a financial institution or create or incur a
liability on behalf of the financial institution.

Transactions Involing Directors, Princfual Shareholders, Offuers' or Affiiales.

57. (1) Without the prior approval of a disinterested majority of the board recorded in the minutes,
or if a disinterested majority cannot bO obtained the prior written approval of the Bank, a
bank may not directly or indircctly:

(a) sell or lease arr asset of the financial institution to a dfuector, principal shareholder,
officer, or ar affiliate; or

(b) purchase or lease an asset in which a director,l.lryincipal shareholder, officer, or
affiliate of the bank has an interest in:

Provided that in relation to the property mentioned in subsection (lXb) above, a lease may not be
concluded, tenewed, or extended without the prior written approval of the Bank.

(2) All fraNactions, both debit and credit, with directors, principal shareholders, officers, or an
affiliate shall be on terms and conditions as are offered to members of the general public, that
are consistent with safe and sound banting practices, and are in full compliance with the
bank's operating potcies and procedwes.

(3) The Bank shall issue Bylaws govemlng the extension of loans and other credit facilities to
directors, principal shareholders, officers, and afirliates, aad their related interests.

Acquisitinn and Awncrchip of Facilities, Fixeil Assets, and other Real Property'

58. For the purposes of this Section, "faeility" means real propefty, including_en improvemenl, that a

financiai inititution owns or leases, to the extent rhe lease or the leasehold improvement is

capitalised, for the purPose of:

(a) providing space for employees of fte finanbial institution to perform their duties and

lor employees and customers of the financial institution to park;

(b) providing housing accommodation for its staff;

(c) conducting banking business, including meeting the reasonable needs and convenience

of the puUtic and the financial institution's customers, compuler operations, document

and otrer item processing naintenmce and storage of foreclosed collat€ral pending disposal;

(d) holding, improving, and occupying as an incident to future expansion of the financial
- 

institution's facilities; or

(e) conducting ary other activity as may be authorised by the Bank'

Investment in Facility'

59. (1) A financial institution shall not, without the prior written approval of the-Bank, directly or

indirectly invest an amornt in excess of its unimpaircd paid-up_or assigned capital and _' unimFaired balance in the reserve account in facilities, furninre, fixtures, equipmen! or vehicles'

(2) Real property acquired for the purposes envisaged in Section 58(d) -alq not improved and
' ' 

*"opied Uy-tle financial institution ceases to be a facility otr the third anniversary of the

date;f its icquisition unless the Batk $ants a delay in the improvement and occupation of

the property by the financial institution.

(3) A financial institution shall comply with regulatory accounting principles in accounting for its

investment in and depreciation o] facilities, fumiture, fixtures, equipnent' and vehicles'
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Other Real Property.

60. A financial institution may not acquie real property except:

(a) as provided in section 58 for use by a financial institution as a facility;

(b) through foreclosure on debts previously contracted in good faith; or'

(c) as the Bant may prescribe in Bylaws'

Liquidation and Re-organisation of a Financial lnstilution'

61. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of the Companies Act, No.7 of 7912, the Insolvency Act,

No. gl of 1955 or any other law, the liquidation and re-organisation of financial institutions

shall be subject to the provisions stated in the Schedule to this Act-

(2t T\e Minister may, in consultation with the Bank, amend the schedule to this Act by Notice

published in the Gazette.

PART VI

GENERAL PROVISIONS AND REPEAL

Regulatians.

62. The Minister may, in consultation with the Bank, make Regulations for the better carrying out of

the purposes and provisiols of this Act' including:

(a) prescribing annual license fees for fmancial institutions, their agents and branches;

(b) prescribing the form of deed of hypothecation;

(c) prescribing the oath of fidelity and secrecyi

(d) declaring frnancial holidays; or

(e) prescribing the manner of making appeals.

Bylaws.

63. The Bank shall make Bylaws, including prescribing:

(a) minimum requfued caPital;

(b) computation of risk weighted assets;

(c) classes of institutions;

(d) miaimum liquid assets;

(e) the distribution between the various types of liquid assets required;

(f) prudentiat rules for the aggregation and atribution of loans and $edit facilities;

(g) a system of loan classification atrd minimum provisioning requirements for bad and

doubtfirl debts;

(h) reporting format and content of retums;

(i) prudential rules for the acquisition of real property;
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() minimum shareholding to be held by Swazi citizens; and

(k) a time limit for localization of senior management positions.

Appeals,

64. (1) Any decisions taken by the Bank under this Act inclu{i4g any refusal.or revocation of a
icence, shall be subject to appeal to the Minister.

(2) The appeal shall be noted in the manner and within the time prescribed by regulation in terms
? of Section 62.

" Awlicatian to Swaziland Development and Savings Banlc.

65. This Act shall apply to the Swazilard Development and Savings Bank to the extent that it.is not
inconsistent with any law regulating the affairs of that bank.

Repeal,

66. The Financial Institutions (Consolidation) Order No.23 of 1915 is hereby repealed

SCIIEDULE

PART I

CURATORSHIP

1. Where the Bank deems it necessary in order to conserve the assets of a financial institution for
the benefit of its depositors and other creditors, it shall appoint a curator, which may be the Bank, in
which instance the Bank shall appoint a specific employee of the Bank to manage the cuatorship, or
another person, upon finding rhat:

(a) the capital of the fina:rcial institution is impaired or such impairmeut is threatened;

(b) the financial institution is violating the provisions of this Act or the Cenhal Bank of
Swaziland Order No. 6 of 1974:'

(c) the financial institution is engaging in fraudulent or questionable practices in the
conduct of its business which endangers its reputation or thleatens its solvency;

(d) the financial institution is conducting business in an unsafe or unauthorized mannerl or,

(e) the financial institution is violating any conditions of its licence, any Regulation or
Bylaw made under this Act, or order of the Bank.

2. The curator shall:

(a) assume the management of the financial institution, all of its property, books, records

and effects;

(b) exercise all powers necessiuy to presefve, protect and recover any of the assets of the

financial institutiou and

(c) recover all monies and debts due to the institution; and

(d) institute any legal proceedings on behalf of the institution and defend suits against it.

3. The powers of the board of directors shall be suspended during the period of the cura[orship until

the conclusion of the curatorship.
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4. The curator shall have the power to overrule or fevoke decisions of the board of directors and

management of the financial institution.

5. The remuneration of the curaror, and the indemnification of the curator from liability to thfud

persons on accolnt of all actions taken in good faith, shall be borne by the financial institution.

6. The curator shall report to and be responsible to the Bank and the term of the curator shall

continue, unless replaced by a successor, until such time as the Bank finds either:

(a) that the financial institution is rehabilitated or reorganized, so that it may be retumed

to management or new management under such conditions as are necessary to
prcvent a recurrence of the conditions that gave rise to the curatorship; of

(b) that the financial institution is in such condition that its continuance in business
would involve probable loss to its depositors and other creditors, in which case the
provisions of Part III of this Schedule shall apply

7. T}Jle curator shall have Power to:

(a) suspend, in whole or in part, the repayment or withdrawal of deposits and other
liabilities of the financial institution:

Provided that deposits and other credits received while the financial institution is under curatorship
shall not be subject to any limitation as to repayment or withdrawal but shall be segregated and not
used to liquidate any indebtedness of the financial institution existing at the time the curator was
appointed or subsequent indebtedness incurred in order to discharge such ildebtedness;

(b) repudiate any contract or lease to which the financial institution is a parfy other than

a financial contract (such as a securities conffact, commodity contract, forward

contract, repurchase agreement, swap agreoment or other similar agreement that the

Bank determines to be a financial conhact for the purposes of this provision);

Provided, however, that the cuator may repudiate a financial contract that in his

opidon is fraudulent;

(c) enforce any contract other than a financial conmact entered into by the financial

institution lotwithstanding any provision of the contract providing for termination,

default or acceleration by reason of insolvency or the appointment of a curator.

8. The curator shall seek the authority of the Bank to rehabilitate the financial institution and

return it to management or to reorganize it in accordance with the provisions of this Schedule.

9. (l) If the Bank authorizes the curator to proceed to reorganize the financial institution, the

curator shall, after granting a hearing to all interested parties, propose a reorganization plan

and send a copy of it to all depositors and other creditors.

(2) The copy of the reorganization plan shall be accompanied by a notice stating that if the
reorganization plan is not refused in writing within a period of (thirty) days by persons hoiding at
least (one-third) of ihe aggregate amount of deposits and creditors comprising at least (one-third)

in value of the aggregate of the claims of creditors (other than subordinated creditors), the
curator shall, with the approval of the Bank, proceed to carry out the reorganization plan.

10. In deciding whether to approve a reorganization plan, the Bank shall consider whether:

(a) the reorganization plan is equitable, and likely to protect the interests of the
depositors, creditors and shareholders;

(b) the reorganization plan provides for bringing in new funds so as to establish adequate
ratios between:

(i) capital and deposits;
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(ii) capital and risk assets; or

(iii)liquid assets and deposits; or

(c) the reorganization plan provides for the removal of any director, offlcer, or employee
responsible for the circumstances which necessitated the appointment of the curator.

1 l. When in the course of reorganization it appears that circumstaoces rende; the plan inequitable or
its execution undesirable, the cuator may reconrmend to the Bank to order the compulsory
liquidation of the financial institution in accordance with the provisions of Part III of this Schedule.

12. During the period of curatorship, an aggrieved party may appeal against an action or order of the
curatof ot of the Bank to the court.

PARTtr

VOLUNTARY LIQUIDATION

13. (l) Any voluntary liquidation of a financial institution shall be subject to the written authorization
of the Bank.

(2) The Bank may grant such authorisation if it appears to the Bank thar

(a) the financial institution is solvent and has sufFrcient liquid assets to repay its depositors
and other creditors without delay;

(b) the liquidation has been approved by shareholders representing two+hirds of its
capital at a meeting called expressly for this purpose'

t4. Upon receipt of the authorization of the Bank, the financial institution shall:

(a) immediately cease to do business, retaining only the powers to do the necessary
business for the purpose of effecting an orderly liquidatiou;

(b) repay its depositors and other crediorsl and

(c) wind up all operations undertaken prior to the receipt of the authorization.

15. Within thirty days from ihe receipt of the authorization referred to in Section 13 of this Schedule
a notice of voluntary liquidation, setting forth such information as the Bank may prescribe, shall
be sent by mail to all depositors, other creditors, and persons otherwise entitled to funds or

Foperty held by the financial institution as a fiduciary or lessor of a safe deposit box.

16. In addition, the notice shall also be posted conspicuously on the premises of each office and
branch of the financial institution and shall be given such other publication as the Balk may direct.

17. The authorization to gp into voluntary liquidation shall not prejudice the rights of a depositor or

other creditor to payment in full of his claim or the right of an owner of funds or other Property
held by the finaniiat institution to the retum thereof and all lawful claims shall be paid promptly

aod ali funds and other property held by the financial institution shall be returned to their rightful

owners within such maximum period as the Bank may prescribe.

lS. (1) If in the opiuion of the Bank the financial iostitution has discharged all of its obligations, it
shall be struck from the list of authorized institutions and the remainder of its assets shall be
distributed among its shareholders in proportion to their respective rights'

(2) No such distribution shall be rnade before:

(a) all claims of depositors and other creditofs have been paid or, in the case of a disputed
claim, before a-financial institution has turned over to the Bank, or to any other
person proposed by the liquidating financial institution and approved by the Bank,



s77

sufficient funds to meet ary liability that may be judicially determined;

(b)anyfirndspayabletoadepositolorothercreditorwhohastrotclaimedthemhave' 
been turned 6ver to the Ba:rk or to any other person proposed by the liquidating

financial institution and approved by the Banh and

(c) any other funds and properfy held by ttre financial institution that could not be

returned to the righfful or"nits io acffirdzrrLce with the provisions of Section 16 of

this Schedule havi been transfened to the Bank, or to any other percon proposed by

theliquidatingfinancialiastitutionandapprovedbytheBank,togetherwiththe
relevant inventories.

19. (1) Any pfoperty not claimed within a period of ten years following their transfer shall be
' ' 

pr".o-"d to be abandoned propefiy alld shall be dealt with as detemined by the Bank'

Any funds remaining unclaimed for a period of mgre than five years following their transfer to the

Bank shall be dealt with as determined by ttre Bank'

20. If the Bank finds that the assets of a financial institution whose voluntary liquidation has been

authorized will not be sufficient for the full discharge of all of its obligations or that comple[on of

the liquidation is unduly delayed, it shall appoint itself or another person as liquidator to take

forr"rrioo of the financial institution and io--ence proceedings leading to its cornpulsory liquidation

in conformity with the procedures set forth below.

PARTIII

COMPULSORY LIQUIDATION

21. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Company's Act No. 7 af 191'2 and the Insolvency Act No'

8l of 1955, thtBank may appoint itseli in which instance the Bank shall appoint a specifrc

employee of the Bank us-*aniget of the liquidation, or another person as liquidator' to take

posiesiion of.a financial institution upon a finding by the Bank that:

(a) its capital is impaired or its condition is otherwise unsound:

provided. that, the condition of a financial institution shall be deemed to be unsound when the ratio of

its capital to total assets is less than tbree percelt;

(b) its bushess is being conducted in an unlawful, fraudulent, unsafe or unsound menner;

(c) the continuation of its activities is detrimental to the interests of its depositors;

(d) its licence has been revoked or suspended; or

(e) notice of intention to revoke the licence of the financial institution has been served
under Section 16 of this Act.

22. (1) When taking possession in terms of Section 21 of this Schedule, the liquidator shall post on' - 
the premisei 

-of 
the financial institution a notice announcing its action pwsuaot to this

Schidule, ard the time when such possession shall be deemrcd to take effect which time shall
not be earlier than the posting of the notice.

(2) A copy of the notice shall be lodged with the Couft.

23. Within a period of thirty days after the date on which the liquidator has taken possession of the

financial institution, the financial institution or any other interested party may institute proceedings

in Court to have its dghts determined:

provided that srch proceedings shall not operate as a stay to aly action that the liquidator is authorized
to take under this Schedule.
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24.The liquidator shall as soon as possible after his appointment commence proceedings leading to
compulsory liquidation and take such other measures as he may deem appropriate in accordance
with Section 25 of this Schedule.

25. (1) After taking possession of a financial institution, the liquidator shall be vested with the full
and exclusive power of management and control of that financial institution, including the
power to:

(a) continue or discontinue its operations;

(b) stop or limit the payment of its obligations;

(c) employ any necessary staff;

(d) execute any instrument in the name of the financial institution;

(e) initiate, defend in its name any action or proceedings to which the financial institution
may be party;

(f) terminate possession by restoring the financial institution to its board of directors; or

(g) liquidate or take such other measures as it may deem appropriate under this Section.

(2) The liquidator shall succeed to all rights, titles, powers and privileges of the financial institutior,
of any shareholder, account holder, depositor, officer, or director of the financial institution
with respect to it and its assets.

(3) The liquidator may, with the approval of the Bank and in terms of Section 21 of this Schedule:

(a) merge or consolidate the financial institution with another financial institutiou

(b) transfer any asset or liability of the financial institution; or

(c) offer the assets or shares of the financial instifution for sale to any interested party
or as security for loans from the Bank.

26. (1) The actions of the liqpidator of a frnancial institution under Section 25 of this Schedule may
be confirmed by the Bank.

(2) To facilitate the liquidation of a financial institution, the Bank may:

(a) purchase any of the assets of the financial institution or assume any of its liabilities;

(b) guarantee another financial institution against loss by reason of such financial
institution merging or consolidating with or assuming ttie liabilities and purchasing the
assets of such financial iostitution; or

(c) make loans or contributions to, or deposits iu, or purchase the securities of, such
other financial institution.

(3) The Bank may provide any investor acquiring control of, merging with, consolidating with or

acquiring the asiets of a financial institution with the financial assistance that it is authorized
to provide under subsection (2).

(4) Pending such futher action as is contemplated under subsection (1), the Bank may grant a

tcencJfor the operation of a temporary financial institution for not longer than two years.

(5) The temporary financial institution may:

(a) assume such deposits and other liabilities; or
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(b) purchase such assets, as the Bank may deem appropriate, of a financial institution
that becomes subject to Part III of this Schedule.

(6) The Board of Directors of the temporary financial institution shall be appointed by and be
responsible to the Bark.

(7) In determining the course of action to be taken in the liquidation of a financial institution
under this Part, the Bank shall be guided by the following considerations:

(a) least cost to the Bank and any funds which it may administer in order to protect
depositors;

(b) convenience to the commutrity in maintaining banking facilities; and

(c) tendency to create a monopoly or to reshict competition in the area served.

27. (1) When the liquidator has taken possession of a financial institution:

(a) any term, statutory conftactual or otherwise, on the expiration of which a claim or
right of the financial institution would expire or be extinguished shall be extended by
six months from the date of the seizure;

(b) any attachment or lien except a lien existing six months prior to the seizure of the
financial institution shall be vacated atrd no attachment or lien except a lien created
by the liquidator in the application of these provisions shall attach to any of the
properfy or assets of the financial institution so long as such possession continues; and

(c) any transfer of an asset of the financial institution made after or in contemplation of
its insolvency or the seizure with intent to effect a preference within six months
thereof shall be void. In the latter case, the liquidator rnay recovet the asset transferred
or its value from the initial transferee or any subsequent transferee except a transferee
who has acquired the asset for value in good faith.

28. No execution shall be returned against the assets of a seized financial institution except, in the
discretion of the court, an execution effected pursuant to a judgment rendered prior to the date of
the seizure for an amount not exceeding ten thousand Emalangeni (810,000).

29.The liquidator shall have power to:

(a) suspend in whole or in part, the repayment or withdrawal of deposits and other
liabilities of the financial institution;

(b) repudiate any contract or lease to which the financial institufion is a paxty other than
a financial contract, including securities contract, commodity contract, forward
cotrtract, repurchase agreement, swap agreement or other similar agreement that the
Bank determines to be a financial contract for the purposes of this provision:

Provided, that the liquidator may repudiate a financial contract which in his opinion is fraudulent; or

(c) enforce any contract other than a financial contract entered into by the financial
institution notwithstanding any provision of the conhact providing for termination,
default or acceleration by reason of insolvency or the appointment of a liquidator.

30. As soon as possible, the liquitlator shall take the necessary steps to terminate all fiduciary
functions performed by the financial institution, return all assets and propeily held by the
financial institution as a fiduciary to the owner thereof, and seftle its fiduciary accounts.

31. (1) As soon as possible after taking possession, the liquidator shall make an inventory of the
assets of the financial institution and lodge a copy thereof with the Registrar of the Court and
this copy of the inventory shall be available for examination by interested parties at the
office of the Registrar of the Courr
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(2) The liquidator shall, not later than one hundred and twenty days after his_ appointment, send
' ' 

by maii, to the address shown on the financial institution's books, to all depositors, other

cieditors, safe deposit box lessees, a statement of the nature and amount for which their

claim is shown on the financial institution's books'

(3) Any objection to the statement shall be filed with the liquidator not later than thirty days

after receiPt of the statement.

(4) The liquidator shall inform safe deposit box lessees to withdraw their property in person

withitr thirty days after receipt of the statement'

32. (l) The conteDts and any unclaimed property held by the finarcial institution.as custodian'

together with inventories pertaining thereto, shall be deposited by the liquidator in the Bank

orin such depository as the Bank may direct and shall be kept for ten years, unless claimed by

the owner before the expiration of that period'

(2) On the expiration of the ten years all funds and property not claimed-shall be presumed to be
' 

abandoned property and shall be dealt with as determined by the Bank'

33. Within ninety days after expiration of the thirty days specified in Section 31 of this Schedule, the

liquidator shall:

(a) reject any claim if it doubts the validity thereof;

(b) determine the amount, if any, owing to each known depositor or other creditor and

the priority class of his claim under the provisions of this Schedulel

(c) prepare for filing with the Court a schedule of the steps proposed to be takeu and

(d) notify each person whose ciaim has not been aliowed in fuli, and publish in a newspaper
' ' 

of general circulation once a week for three consecutive weeks, a notice of the date

anJplace rvhere the schedule of the steps the liquidator propos€s to take will be

available for inspection, and the date, not sooner than thirty days cerunting from the

date of the third publication in the newspaper, on which the liquidator will file the

schedule with the Court

34.(1) within twenty days after the filing of the schedule with the court, any depositor, olher

creditor, or s-hareholder, and any othel interested pafty may file an otjection to any step

proposed and any such objection shall be considered by the Court following notice to the

liquidator, and any interested parties'

(2) If an objection is upheld, the court shall direct that an appropliate Modification of the

schedule be made.

(3) After filing the schedule the liquidator may, from time to time, make partial distribution to

the holderJof claims which are undisputed or which have been allowed by the Court, on

condition that a proper reserve is established for the payment of disputed claims and as soon

as possible after ait obi"ctions have been decided upon, the liqlidator shall make final distributioa'

35.(1) The following claims shall have priority against the general assets of a financial institution in

the order indicated below:

(a) any necessary and reasonable costs, charges and expenses incurred by the liquidator'
' ' 

lncluding his remuneration, in application of the provisions of this schedule;

(b) any wages and salaries of officers and employees of the financial institution in
' ' 

tiqulOatlon for the three month period preceding the seizure of the Bank;

(c) any taxes, rates and deposis owed to the Government;
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(d) any savings and time deposits which when aggregated do not exceed an amount of Ten
Thousand Emalangeni (E10,000) per depositor;

(e) other deposits; and

. (f) other liabilities:

(2) In the event of the winding up of a financial institution the provisions of seition 47 of this
Act shall apply.

(3) After payment with interest thereon at a rate to be fixed by the liquidator with the approval
of the Court of .all the claims filed on time, any remaining claims which were not filed-within

. the prescribed time shall be paid.

(4) If the amount available for any class is insufficient to provide payment in full, the said
amount shall be distributed pro rata among the members of that class.

36. Any assets remaining after all claims have been paid shall be distributed among all the shareholders
in proportion to their participation.

37.(1) Unclaimed funds remaining after the final distribution shall be deposited by the liquidator in
the Bank or such depository as the Banl may direct and shall be kept for ten years, unless
claimed try the owner before the expiration of that period.

(2) On the expiration of the said period the funds remaining unclaimed shall bepresumed to be
abandoned property and shall be dealt with as determined by the Bank.

38.(l) Once all assets have been distributed in accordance with the provisions of this Schedule, the
liquidator shall render an audited account to the Court and upon approval of this account by
the Court, the name of the financial institution shall be struck from the list of authorized
institutions and the Registrar of Companies shall be notified of the fact of the striking off.

(2) The liquidator shall be relieved of any liability in connection with the liquidation and the
liquidation shall then be declared by the Court which shall terminate the iudicial existence of
the financial institution in Swaziland.

39 The curafor, liquidator or the Bank may bring a civil action against any director, chief executive
officer, manager, officer, employee, agert or independent contractor of a financial institution for
gross negligence or intentional wrong for damages caused to that financial institution and may
recommend to the Director of Public Prosecutions the criminal prosecution of any such person.


